To:

Ken Barish

Les Bland

Gerry Bunce

Abhay Deshpande

Hideto En’yo

Tim Hallman

Yuri Panebratsev

Matthias Perdekamp

Naohito Saito

Hal Spinka

Bernd Surrow

Sasha Vasiliev

Chuck Whitten

Bill Zajc                                                                                  September 29th, 2003

Dear Colleagues,

We are contacting you to set up a meeting at Brookhaven National Laboratory to discuss the timely realization of the RHIC-spin program and related issues.  We represent institutions which have either been active in RHIC-spin or have recently made a serious commitment to this first rate program.    Measurement of the gluon contribution to the nucleon’s spin (G and its flavor decomposition by means of W-boson detection are fundamental measurements which have attracted us to BNL.  Further, we see RHIC-spin as a first but absolutely essential step on the road to eRHIC, an outstanding future tool to probe the partonic structure of hadronic matter.

Despite the excellent technical progress and new science that has already come from the first polarized runs, the 2003 RHIC running experience has made it clear that achieving the design polarization and luminosity goals for RHIC-spin will require a substantial investment in RHIC running time and resources.  We feel it is imperative that a realistic plan, i.e. one consistent with the needed polarized beam development, with the heavy-ion program and with the RHIC budget, must be developed to attain the required performance from both machine and detectors for timely data taking with RHIC-spin.  We would like to first get together with the spokespersons of the large experiments and the leaders of  RHIC-spin, to discuss how we might address these issues in a constructive way.  It is our intention following this meeting to discuss the timely realization of RHIC-spin with the BNL Directorate in a subsequent meeting. Our goal is a detailed, realistic plan to achieve a precision determination of  (G in the 2006-7 timeframe, as proposed by both PHENIX and STAR. 

As this is a matter of some urgency, we propose a meeting of about one half-day on either of Monday October 20th or Tuesday October 21st at BNL. We realize that because of the late notice everybody who is interested in coming may not be able to make it.  In this event, we urge you to communicate your thoughts on this issue to one of the undersigned.

                                           


Sincerely,

Emlyn Hughes, Caltech

                                         


Jay Marx, LBL

                                         


Richard Milner, MIT

                                         


Steve Vigdor, Indiana Univ.

